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PARCA – September 5th & 6th. 2007

Ramada Inn, Prince George, B.C.

Attendance:
Tim Agg, Tim Veresh, Bob Enns, Darryl Goll, Paul Burnett (Chair), Dave Johnson, Gord Irving, George Curran (Minutes), Anne Kimmitt (Guest), Don Flowers (Guest), Wendy Richardson (Guest).

Regrets:
Inder Madok

1. Call to Order by Paul 1:05pm

2. Adoption of the Agenda
3. Minutes

· Adopted with addition of missed portion on Kamloops Elizabeth Fry presentation.
4. Anne Kimmitt – MCFD Youth Justice liaison.

· Discussion on retirements and future retirements and the moves that have occurred.

· IRCS Order, in process of new funding agreement because of 5-year term. No changes to legislation.

· No actual legislation has been announced regarding toughening of YCJA.

· Provincial “Best Practice” Forum for Youth Justice Ministry Staff and some contracted staff is planned for February 6 & 7 at Coast Stanley Park.

· Dr. Nick Bala, Dr. Bruce Perry, Dr. Martin Brokenleg are scheduled to present.

· Federal/Provincial Front.

· Federal Government looking at why pretrial detention has not been reduced as much as they would like under the YCJA. This is subject of ongoing debate.

· Move to new Burnaby Youth Center is behind and now looking at a November 2007 move in date.

· Discussion around electronic monitoring and how MCFD has no plans to adopt this.

· Discussion regarding business intelligence system around data and information and its integration.

· Looking for a comprehensive system that will be able to provided a lot more detail around demographics /information.

· PARCA member discusses, of the last 6 out of 10 Youth coming out of custody, have been medicated without family or field P.O. having any idea. These Youth have not had a prior history of being prescribed medication. The prescription has been filled by a doctor and not by Youth Forensics.

· North Island not seeing same trend.

· Discussion around Mental Health diagnosis, FASD Assessments and how Youth have better access to Assessments.

· Custody settings are seeing a much larger portion of Youth who have mental health issues.

Criminal Reform Secretariat:

· Is a Justice Reform Initiative.

· Allison McPhale is leading initiative and seconding Justice staff from all settings.

· Anne is part of Youth Justice staff that has been asked to assist.

· 1st. Stream is an efficiency piece not involving Youth at this time.

· 2nd. Stream – Crime reduction, Community Court Pilot, plans for better integration for prolific offenders.

· 3rd. Stream – Crime prevention, current services available in Province and research on what is effective. The University of Ottawa also involved.

· Priorities targeted home visiting program that targets high risk families and or pregnant women.

· More targeted services for 10 – 14 year old youth as they enter adolescence, similar to program implemented in Britain strengthening services to higher risk youth prior to being involved in Youth Justice system.

· Anne will be ½ time in this position for at least the next couple of months.

5. Financing Report – Tim Agg

· July Financial Statement e-mailed out. Surplus for year of $1100. This is due to not spending much.

· August Statements to follow soon.

· Received another membership from an individual or chair Paul Barnett.

Moved to accept by Tim Agg.

Seconded by Tim Veresh.

Adopted

b)
Copies of Audited Financial Report for end of December 31, 2006. Distributed for review, audited by Rolfe Benson.

Moved to accept by Tim Agg.

Seconded by Gord Irving.

Adopted

c)
Tim Agg is to recommend to AGM that we suspend Financial Audits until we get back to actual funding.


Moved by Tim Agg


Seconded by Gord Irving

Moved

6. Membership –Tim Agg
· 12 confirmed and paid up.

· Discussion of how to and who to target for membership list.

· Dave and Tim Veresh to send out a letter to John Howard.

· Paul will ask Shawn to send out a letter to Elizabeth Fry organizations.

· Gord will seek out a list from MCFD around Youth Justice Contractors in Province and bring list forward.

· Regional meetings will also assist with increasing our profile and in turn increasing membership.

· Overview/brochure – PDF that can be e-mailed out. Darryl to check with Shawn.

· Membership/information on website is out of date. Tim will be able to post minutes if he gets electronic copy.

7. Organizational Reports

BC Halfway House Association/CSC

· Had meetings ion Abbotsford Sept. 25/26.

· Not a lot of issues came out of meetings.

· New Financing Audit coming out from CSC.

· Next meeting will have National Parole Board.

· No word on Corrections Canada Review.

· Okanagan Halfway House was successful bidder for facility in Vernon but the City of Vernon will not entertain rezoning until Public Enquires are completed.

· Counts in Facilities are sky high.

· M/H issues are becoming more and more prevalent.

· Discussion of the Halfway House model and how it will be changed within 10 years and time adjustment that will be needed.

· 70 Private Home Placements in Pacific Region. Up from 15 in a short time.

· Discussion of Private Care Homes and the way the name is being used. Could be a possible role for PARCA to address policy on this.

· Bob discussed that a possible solution is to have individuals placed in a Halfway House for a period (3 months) before going to Private Care Homes. This would allow for assessment and some supports before placing. This Model would be cost effective for CSC.
BC Corrections

· Vince Decoste will be presenting to Board tomorrow.

· Well over ½ of count is in Remand.

Co-op

· June 18/19 to Agencies participating in an open space forum.

· A lot of interesting concepts were touched on.

· Co-op looking at the 50 plus aged leaders and upcoming retirements and their assistance with younger colleagues.

· Co-op gathering information on group purchases of vehicles.

· Legal information services looked at being added.

CSSEA

· AGM October 24/25 in Victoria, focusing on middle managers.

· Community living sector adapting to individual funding rather than block funding.

· Discussion of Vince Ready arbitration of Para Professionals and the damage that will occur in some Agencies.

BC Criminal Justice Association

· Forum coming up.

· NIMBY ism regarding release of Sex Offenders.

8. Old Business

· AGM November 7-8, 2007

· Nanaimo

· Paul to send out notice.

9. New Business

PARCA Strengths

· Being able to bring information from Agencies and Funders throughout the Province to the same table.

· Able to do this throughout the Province.

· Members are able to see that PARCA is a viable organization.

· Ideas are to send out Agenda early and be able to field questions from the membership. PARCA can then act as a conduit.

UBC Innocence Project

· UBC Law initiative.

· Criteria being worked on at the moment.

· Tamara Levy would be available for a presentation at a future meeting.

Adjourned at 4:40 p.m.

PARCA Board meeting continued Sept. 6th.
Call to Order by Paul @ 9:00 a.m.

Vince Decosta – From Prince George Regional Corrections Centre.

· An excellent presentation.

· Areas discussed were Integrated Offender, Management Program, Pacific Offender Management Program both of which are pilots and 2 centers. Also discussed were aboriginal initiatives in the Regional Centre.

Cathy Hime, Elizabeth Fry, Prince George, BC

· Presentation of a wide array of Programs.

· Human Rights in action. Past inmates assisting present inmates in correction centers.

· Children that witness abuse Programs – in Prince George and Burns Lake.

· Phoenix Transition House.

· Friendship Lodge – 29 Unit facilities, zero tolerance. Moe 2 of 3 criteria – m/m, addictions, homeless, integrated services will be attached to residents.

· Elizabeth Fry Housing Society, 17 Bed Facility for women and children

· 6 Bed residence in Burns Lake

· 11 unit apartment/ Nexus

· Woman’s Outreach Program

· Stopping Violence Program

· Collaborative Education Centre

· South Fort George Family Resource Centre

Adjorned

Next meeting Wed. February 6 & Thursday February 7 in Nanaimo
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