PARCA MEETING MINUTES

April 11/12 – Kamloops, BC

Attending:
Tim Agg, Tim Veresh, Dave Johnson, Bob Enns, Shawn Bayes, Inder Madok,  Darryl Goll, George Curran (Minutes) and Gord Irving (chair).
Regrets:
Paul Barnett, Derek Flindall

1. Call to order (1:10 p.m.)

2. Adoption of Agenda with a little shuffling to accommodate presentations.

3. Minutes adopted from two past meetings of November 15, 16, and January 17, 2007.

4. Presentation by Dawn Hrycun, CEO, John Howard Society, Thompson Region.

· Presentation on “Our innovative approaches to Housing”.

· Projects include:

· Lighthouse, Victory Inn, Formen House, Fairview Apartments, Bedford Manor, Georgian Court and a discussion on NIMBY and the support of Kamloops City and Council.

5. Doug Hillian – MCFD, Youth Justice Policy Unit.

· Discussion of possible changes to Youth Justice Act, part of the Conservative platform.

· Attended conference in Ontario.

· ISSP in Ontario attached to Mental Health and heading in a different direction from B.C.

· Federal Budget, renewed Aboriginal Youth Justice strategy. 14.5 Million in additional funding in the next two years. No direction on allocation.

· Significant changes coming to MCFD in Victoria. Mark Goss and Allan Markwart (ADM) both retire this year.

· A discussion by the group on the ongoing lack of training for Police Forces for the YJ Act.

· Discussion of IRCS order/sentence and how it has been under utilized, Feds looking at reviewing it.

· Looking at a Provincial Conference in the Spring of 2008.

· Tim asked that it not be at the Richmond Hilton due to its capacity or lack thereof.

6. Financial Report:

· Light activity.

· Surplus fro the year to date is $815.00.

· Discuss the cost of auditing at AGM.

8. Membership Report:

· Tabled to relevance session tomorrow.

8. Association Reports:

· CSSEA

· Discussion of employers pension, PSEC, working on Best Practices Guide.

· Private Families Placement is now sitting with Labour Relations Board around closing of Group Homes to Private Care Homes.

Co-ops:

· 98 members, wide variety of Agencies.

· New long distance agreement of 3 cents a minute.

· Open space workshop coming.

BC Halfway House Association:

· Last meeting was February 2, 2007.

· Face to face with corrections. Negotiations didn’t happen.

· Discussion of “per diems” being all over the map.

· Huge “wait lists” at facilities, Courts are full.

Adjourn 4:25 p.m.

Reconvene April 12, 2007. Call to Order (8:30 a.m.)

9. Regional Reports

Gord  Irving,  (South Island):

· Mentioned how Financial Audit fees have jumped.

· Received Federal Funding for Program working with Youth on weekends and eveningns. Focus is for Youth to better understand Orders, Life skills etc.

· Forensics Conference last week was good.
· The opening of transition beds for young women leaving the Victoria Custody Centre.
Dave Johnson, (South Island):

· City of Victoria is now eligible for Crime Prevention funding because of Crime Statistics. The City has now organized a committee/group to look at issue and reduction of 100 or so chronic offenders. Gord and Dave have both attended these meetings. 

· National Parole Board discussion of taking over of BC Parole Board and are looking at staffing it with 8 new Parole Officers.

Inder Madok, (Prince George, Northern Interior):

· Has been out of Prince George for a bit now so not aware of what is occurring. Will be spending sometime up there very soon.

Darryl Goll:

· Camp Trapping is over subscribed.
·  1 ½ teachers now assigned to Program, youth able to receive credits for P.E. Woodwork and classroom curriculum.

· Lots of practicum students including SW’ER School in Germany.

· Attended transformation presentation at Civic Centre, 400 attended including a large proportion of the Aboriginal Community.

Shawn Bayes, (Lower Mainland):

· Elizabeth Fry involved in research in 3 Youth Custody Centres. Designed a Youth Survey and Model. Research piece is on Children of Offenders.

· Discussion of UN Rights of the Child and attended training at The University of Victoria around International Human Rights. 

· Discussion of female staff/training and retention of staff, use of Employee Assistance Program. 

· Elizabeth Fry being funded to produce a Handbook and support youth involved in “Child in Home of Relative”.

· Woman’s court – March 2003 – 165, today up to 500, very concerning increase.

Tim Veresh:

· Met with Judge Gove. Not supportive of Community Court. Has encouraged Government to look at this, is a direct result of cuts in 2001.

· Aboriginal Court operating in New Westminster that is very low profile.

· Tim Venesh sitting on Surrey Crime Task Force. Doing some good things. Mayor of Surrey is a breath of fresh air.

Tim Agg:

· Youth Justice Programs at capacity.

· New Program “Creative Urban Employment” designed to work with Youth who can’t be at school. Employment based skill building, job readiness, and subsidized training portion.

· Tim would like Sexual Exploitation and 2010 Olympics flagged for future agendas.

· Daughters and Sisters/Waypoint wait listed and at capacity.

· Adult Residential Program at 45 beds.

· Kid Start Mentoring Program is going great, partnering with North Island John Howard Society and Victoria’s John Howard Society.

· New initiative around outcome evaluation research and will be partnering with Douglas College and McCreary Society.

George Curran, (Okanagan/Kootenay)

· ARC Programs recently completed CARF Survey and Youth Justice Programs were signaled out for exemplary practice and uniqueness.

· Have expanded into the Kootenays with the purchase of whitewater Youth Services, so have added to ISSP/Community Programs and now have Youth Forensics contract. New ground for our Agency.

· Services continue to grow and now are the largest contractor with MCFD Interior Region.

· All Programs in the region continue to operate at capacity.

· Partnering with Youth Probation around training initiatives as very little offered in the region.

Bob Enns:

· Parole Board RCMP Liaison – 1 in Vancouver and 1 in Vernon.

· Discussion of litigation of murder victim’s families and listing John Howard Society, Vernon.  Corrections Canada and naming Parole Officer.

· Recent panel for SW’er with CSC out of Vernon.

· RFP for re-opening Halfway House in Vernon, Bob and Salvation Armyare the only agencies that applied.

· All three facilities have “Wait lists”.

10. Relevance Report:

· Discussion by Board of increasing membership.

· Board to travel around the Province for meetings will assist.

· Strengths of Parca;

· Information sharing

· Best practices,

· Uniqueness of Parcia is being able to get inter-ministerial staff to the table at the same time.

· To discuss at next Board Meeting in Prince George.

· Possible set-up of Meetings for Wednesday afternoon to be Youth Focus and Adults on Thursday morning.

Adjourned @

Next Meeting

September 5th. & 6th., 2007

Prince George, BC

